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Welcome to our reception  

 

 
 

Information for parents 

2020-2021 



Our reception practitioners 
 

 

Mrs Longo                           Miss Mussa 

Ladybirds class teacher          Meerkats class teacher 

 

 

                          
Mrs Garlick                          Miss Lord 

Teaching Assistant                 Teaching Assistant 

 

 



 

Transition 

To support your child starting school we have made a 
welcome booklet for them to introduce them to their 
new setting. 

 

Your child can also watch a video tour of our reception 
class setting and see their teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class teachers will speak with your child’s previous 
teacher/nursery provider about your child prior to them 
starting reception. 



Information Packs    

 

 You will receive an information pack shortly.  
Please can you complete the forms in the pack, 
including the All about Me sheet, and return these 
to school by post. 

 

 We are aiming speak to your child’s teacher or key 
worker from their previous setting if they attended 
one and yourselves, at some point during the 
second half of the summer term, to enable us to 
learn as much as we can about your child prior to 
them starting school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our EYFS Mission Statement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Early Years Foundation Stage at Horbury Primary 
Academy, our aim is to provide the best possible outcomes for 
all our children by providing care, learning and play of the 
highest standards, thereby preparing children for their later 
stages of education. In our role as teachers and Early Years 
practitioners we encourage, guide and support each child in all 
areas of their development, thereby creating individuals who 
are confident, independent, active and enquiring thinkers. We 
work in accordance to the ‘Early Years Statutory Framework’ 
which was published in March 2017. The Framework specifies 
the requirement for learning and development from birth to 5 
years and provides prime and specific areas, which forms the 
basis of our curriculum.  

At HPA there is a clear balance between child initiated and 
adult led activity to enable the children to learn, practise and 
embed new skills in ways which they are interested and  

fully engaged in. Children regularly follow their own interests 
in their learning.  

 
 

 

 

                                                                                            



Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

In the EYFS there are 7 areas of learning and 
development. Children learn through a balance of 
whole class teaching, small group adult led activities 
and self initiated activities. 

 

7 Areas of learning and development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

• Personal Social and Emotional Development 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 

 
 



What to expect, when?    

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf 
Follow this link to see a document supported by The 
Department for Education, for parent friendly guidance 
about your child’s learning and development in the 
Early Years. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children learn, explore and consolidate learning 
in areas of continuous provision with 
enhancements based on the children’s interests 
and linked to topic, indoors and outdoors. 

 

     
 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf


Communication  

At Horbury Primary Academy we feel that good  

communication between the home and the setting is essential 
for the children’s well being. We communicate in the  

following ways:  

 Parentpay (School Communication email system)  
 Class Newsletter (this is published every half term)  
 Facebook (We have a ‘Horbury Primary Academy page)  

For more information on the above communications, please 
speak to a member of the reception team. We also  

communicate with you using:-  

2Simple   

This is an online Learning Journal which is personal to your 
child. It is used to record photo’s observations and comments, 
in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage, to build up a 
record of your child’s experiences during their time with us. 
You will have secure access (via email and password) to your 
child’s Learning Journey and, in addition to viewing our  

contributions, we encourage you to add to it by uploading 
photos and comments, or commenting on observations made 
by us.  

 

 

 



Seesaw 

This is an online Learning Journal which again is 
personal to your child. It is used to record photo and 
video observations. You will have secure access (via 
email and password) to your child’s Learning Journey 
and, in addition to viewing our  

contributions, we encourage you to add to it by 
uploading photos and comments, or commenting on 
observations made by us.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wow cards   

 
 

Learning journeys help us to document your child’s 
learning and development throughout their time in 
upper foundation stage. 

We encourage parents to contribute and support us in 
making some judgements, therefore if your child has 
had any experiences at home or special achievements, 
we encourage you to share them with us by bringing in 
‘wow cards’. These are then shared and displayed in 
the classroom. 

For example: 

Learning a new skill – swimming/ riding a bike 

Joining in with a game 

Singing a new nursery rhyme 

Going somewhere special 

Sleeping in their own bed all night 



School Uniform    

          
Girls’Uniform                                              Boy’s Uniform 

Burgundy sweatshirt /cardigan                           Burgundy sweatshirt               

White polo shirt                                              White polo shirt 

Grey skirt, pinafore or trousers                           Grey Trousers/shorts 

Black school shoes                                           Black school shoes 

Subtle hair accessories in school colours               Book Bag - Please bring to school every   

(No big bows)                                                                 day                                                      

 

Book Bag -  Please bring to school every day                                                      

 

If you would like items with our school logo these can be purchased at 
Rawcliffes, the schoolwear specialists.  

 

18a Crackenedge Lane 

Dewsbury 

WF13 1PU 

01924 465510 

(Next door to Wilkinson’s) 

 

It is essential that you clearly label ALL items of your child’s school uniform.  



Some practicalities   

• The entrance and exit for reception children is via 
the link doors around the back of our school. 

• Doors open at 8.50 so that children can be in the 
classroom, ready to start at 9am. After that time 
the register closes. If you arrive after 9am please 
bring your child into school via the main reception 
and your child will be marked as late on the 
register and a member of our office staff will safely 
take them to their classroom. 

• Children will all have a named peg in our 
cloakrooms where they hang their coat and bags 
of spare clothing if needed.  

• Book bags to be brought into the classroom and 
kept in their named drawers. 

• Children are provided with a daily piece of fruit 
and milk. When you are required to pay for milk 
you will receive a letter. 

 
 

 



School dinners   
 The government provide free school dinners for all 

children in reception up to year 2. Your child 
chooses their meal first thing in the morning. We 
display menus for parents to see and they can be 
accessed online. This way you can help your child 
choose before they come into the classroom. More 
information about school dinners will be sent in 
your pack later in the summer term. 

 If you prefer your child can bring a healthy packed 
lunch. This should not include chocolate, or fruit 
juices/fizzy pop. We are also a nut free school 
as we have pupils in our school with severe 
nut allergies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Medication 

 
 We ask that most medications are 

administered by yourselves at home. However, 
if your child does require medication during 
the school day please take it directly to the 
school office where the necessary consent 
forms can be completed. A first aider will the 
administer the medication as needed. 

 Asthma – You will be asked to complete an 
ashthma card for your child and ensure your 
child has a spare inhaler and spacer that can 
be kept in your child’s classroom. This is 
stored in a safe and identified place should 
your child need to use it.  

 Any other medical needs, including any 
allergies  that your child may have can be 
discussed with our SEND coordinator and 
class teacher. 
 
 
 
 



 
           Working Together   
 

We believe that building a strong teacher/parent 
partnership is key to supporting your child and 
enabling them to make progress in every aspect of their 
learning and development. 

If you have any questions or concerns when   
your child starts school we will always make time to 
talk to you. Mornings can be a busy time but reception 
staff are always there to help. If more time is required, 
meetings can be made at mutually convenient times to 
discuss any matters further. 

 

We look forward to your child and yourselves joining 
us in September 2020. 

 

 

 


