
Page 1                                                                                                               Page 2



Page 3                                                                                                                       Page 4



Questions

Questions  1 to 9 to be completed on 
Tuesday

Questions 10 to 19 to be completed on 
Wednesday
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Inference/deduction 
questions

4.) Why do you think Mrs Cooper is repeating her instructions in 
the first section of the text?

5.) Do you think Malcolm is a popular member of the class? Give 
reasons to support your answer.

6.) What on page two of the text suggests that Malcolm had a 
creative imagination?

7.) Do you think Malcolm wanted to be popular with his class? 
Explain your answer using the text.

8.) What evidence can you find in the text to prove that Mrs 
Cooper was scared?

9.) Did the boys in the text react differently to the girls when 
Malcom opened his box?

Vocabulary and 
Meaning

10) What does the phrase eavesdropping on 
page 2 mean?

11) What does the word lame on page 3 mean?

12) How many similes can you find on page 3?

13) Can you find two verbs on page 4 that show 
that Mary was scared? 

14) Can you choose four words that best 
describe the scene in the classroom and the 
reaction of the class to Malcom’s surprise?



3 MARK QUESTIONS Decide if it is Yes of No;
Find two pieces of evidence (quotes) to support your answer;

Explain what these quote prove.

How would you describe Malcolm’s character? 
Use the text to support your answer.

Do you think there was anything in Malcolm’s 
box?
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ANSWERS



1)
A =  ALONE
B =  STONE
C =  GERBIL
D = BEDROOM
E = COULD MOVE
F =  MARY
G = MATCHBOX

2) 

2

3

4

5

6

7

3) Answer should be relating to:
- moving quickly (speed)
- Changing direction
- out of control

4.) Answer should relate to:
The class may be forgetful
The class may be poorly organised
The class may have forgotten in the past

5.) No, he walked home alone and the 
children thought his stuff was boring.

6.) He thought his objects looked like things
E.G his marble looked like an eye

7.) Yes because he wanted to find something 
interesting. He also put the stone back 
because his class didn’t think it was 
interesting.

8.) She jumped, she started edging away, she 
moved rapidly away from the curtains, 

9.) Yes the girls shrieked and screamed and 
tried to avoid when the boys were trying to 
kill it.

10) Eavesdropping means that you 
are secretively listening to someone 
else's conversation. 

11) Boring, weak, poor

12) Like a balloon, Like the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa, as glossy as new 
shoes

13) screamed, climbed, shrieked 

14) Answer need to refer to:
- Scared (other synonyms for this)
- Panic
- chaotic



QUESTIONS 15 TO 19

To receive three marks you need to:

- Give an answer

- Find two pieces of evidence to support your 
answer

- You may also need to give further explanation

17) No because he didn’t know what it 
was when he described it and at the end 
of the text he said he hadn’t seen it 
himself. 

There is no specific mark scheme 
to questions 15, 16, 18 and 19. 

However, your answers must have 
the necessary detail and relate to 

the text.


