
 

 

           

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Communication and Language Physical Development 

 After sharing this All About Summer PowerPoint, discuss with 
the children their favourite things about summer. Use their 
thoughts and ideas to create a class display. 

 Put the children into small teams and provide them with 
fabric, pegs and umbrellas. Challenge the teams to use their 
materials to create areas of shade outside. 

 During child-initiated play, take photos of the children in your 
class. Share these photos along with photos from the autumn 
term. Can the children talk about how they have changed, 
grown and what they have learnt since then? 

 Play a parachute game in the outside area. Place a summer-
themed object, for example a summer hat, in the middle of the 
parachute. Tell the children that we are going to pretend the 
sea is underneath it. Encourage the children to work together 
to keep the hat from falling into the sea. 

 Prepare enough blindfolds for one per two children and some 
summer objects. Keep the objects hidden at the start of the 
activity. Place the children into pairs and invite one child to put on 
the blindfold. Challenge the other child to describe one of the 
objects, for example a shell. Can their partner guess what it could 
be? 

 Create a series of summer-themed one and two step instructions 
for the children to follow, for example “put a sun-hat on your foot.” 
These can be read by an adult or in pairs.  

 In a tray, cut up some summer fruits, for example strawberries, 
raspberries or mango. Invite the children to taste the fruits 
wearing blindfolds or while closing their eyes. Support the 
children to describe the taste of each fruit. You could use these 
describing words to create a shared summer fruit poem. 

 Share this Sammy Seagull Summer Safety Story with the 
children to support a discussion about how animals and people 
can stay safe in the sun.   

 In the outside area, create a summer-themed obstacle course. 
Challenge the children to keep a summer accessory on, such as 
large sunglasses or a floppy hat, as they complete it.  

 Create a series of summer-themed yoga poses with the class 
using some gentle music. Poses could include standing tall like a 
tree growing towards the sun or stretching out like a sunbathing 
snake.  

 In the outside area, provide large pieces of paper, red, yellow, 
orange paint, brushes, sponges and rollers. Encourage the 
children to make large clockwise and anticlockwise movements 
to create some summer-themed big art. 

Summer 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World  Expressive Arts and Design 

 Spend some time looking at these Summer 
Display Photos with your class and play some 
summer-themed sounds, such as gentle waves 
or buzzing bees. Allow the children to discuss 
what each picture might smell, feel taste and 
look like. Support the children to write summer 
senses words.  

 Remind the children of their summer senses 
words. As a class, use these words to create a 
summer senses story.  

 Write some summer CVC/CVCC/CCVC words 
on the back of these Summer Postcards for 
the children to read and create summer 
sentences.  

 In a shady spot in the outside area, provide the 
children with clipboards, pencils and paper. 
Ask the children to look and listen to the world 
around them. Support the children to write a 
sentence or phrase to describe what they hear 
and see. 

 Hide seven shells in the learning environment and share 
a letter from a sad mermaid. She has lost some of her 
special shells, can the children help? She should have 
ten shells altogether and she can only find three. 
Support the children to count on to find out how many 
shells they need to find.  

 Use the song ‘Five Little Speckled Frogs’ to support 
subtraction. Sing it using small world or puppet frogs. 
Discuss how many frogs have gone and what the total 
is. Shared write the number sentence on the whiteboard. 

 Create summer-themed patterns using objects, such as 
shells and stones. Challenge the children to make two 
and three-step patterns. 

 Explain to the children that you are packing your case for 
a holiday and you don’t want it to be too heavy. Provide 
some summer-themed objects for the children weigh 
using a balance scale. Encourage the children to share 
their predictions and findings about what you should 
take.   

 Learn all about how important bees are by 
exploring this All About the Lifecycle of a 
Bee PowerPoint. Discuss with the children 
how to make your outside area more bee 
friendly and what to do if you are afraid of 
bees.  

 Enjoy some planting and growing with the 
children. Plant some lettuce seeds and mark 
each one with the children’s names. 
Encourage the children to take care of their 
lettuce and allow them to take it home at the 
end of term.  

 Using fresh fruits, make some ice lollies for 
the children to enjoy and observe the process 
of freezing and melting. 

 Provide children with cameras and allow 
them to take summer-themed photos of the 
outside world, for example bees in flowers, 
shadows and sunshine. Use these to create a 
class book or display. 

 Choose a traditional tale with a 
summer theme, for example ‘The Ugly 
Duckling’ or ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 
Using props and masks, allow the 
children to explore the story, 
challenging them to think of new 
characters or a different ending.  

 Support the children to think about 
their journey this year. Discuss how 
they felt starting school, to now, 
nearing the end of their first year. Allow 
the children to explore this through 
actions and movement to create a my 
first year dance. Invite parents or other 
classes to watch the performance at 
an assembly or class event.   

 Provide the children with one-handed 
tools, sticks, beads and buttons to 
create summer-themed wind chimes. 
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