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Following the Prime Minister’s address to the nation this week, our secondary academies, (Horbury Academy, Ossett 
Academy, plus Accord Sixth Form College) will be implementing some wider protective measures that will take effect 
from Monday 28 September 2020. 

All staff and pupils will be required to wear a mask in the academy during any indoor transition between classrooms 
and corridors, and during any indoor social times unless they are exempt. Masks may be removed when seated 
indoors to eat at lunch and break times. Face masks need to be appropriate for an educational setting.

Find out more here or on the letters page of your academy website.

NHS Test and Trace
This week, we issued an NHS Test and Trace letter to all Accord parents and carers which served as a reminder of the 
symptoms of Covid-19 and when to take a test. 

Find out more here or on the letters page of your academy website.

Our response to the Prime Minister’s address

https://horbury.accordmat.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/09/24-09-2020-Parent-Letter-Pre-Tier-1.pdf
https://horbury.accordmat.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/09/23rd-September-2020-PHE-letter-to-parents-and-guardians.pdf


Secondary pupils must wear a face covering during any indoor transition between classrooms 
and corridors and during any indoor social times, unless they are exempt. 
Pupils must only attend school if they and members of their household do not have COVID-19 
related symptoms.
Wear full school uniform – PE kit is permitted to be worn in place of uniform in days where 
pupils have PE.
Arrive to school and leave to go home at the designated time. 
Use a sanitiser to disinfect hands on entering and leaving school and each lesson within the day. 
Wash hands with soap regularly during the day.
Avoid physical contact at all times. No hugs, shaking hands etc.
In the classroom, sit in the same place as directed by the teacher at all times. Do not move the 
table or chair.
Maintain a safe distance from others, as much as possible, between lessons, using the floor 
marking where appropriate, especially when moving around the academy.
Do not share belongings (stationery, food etc) with others.

A few reminders

Nationalupdates
Keep informed about the government’s response to coronavirus. 

Check out the latest health information and advice.

gov.uk/coronavirus

nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

gov.uk/coronavirus
nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19


Primary Roundup



Both Ossett and Horbury Academy’s Open Evenings this year are going virtual! Year 
6 parents and carers will be able to access our virtual sites from 5pm on Tuesday 
13 October! There you’ll find a virtual tour of our academies, some pupil videos, 
our online prospectus, some FAQs and much more! We’ll keep you posted!

Virtual Open Evenings

Horbury Primary’s Superpower Science!
This week, year 4 took part in some ‘Superpower Science' where their teachers, 

Miss Williamson and Miss Moody, changed the colour of water with their 

superpowers! (…. A packet of skittles might have had something to do with it..!!)

This year group have also been taking part in some orienteering, developing their 

understanding of compass points and map work!

School leaders
Stay tuned for news about 
our Head Boy and Head Girl 
elections which have been 
taking place this week at our 
primaries!



Secondary Roundup



Homework club
Horbury Academy pupils will be able to use the homework club facility 

from Monday after school. Due to current restrictions, it will operate as 

follows:

Monday - Y7 only | DT3 | 3.00pm - 3.45pm

Tuesday - Y8 only | ME13 | 3.15pm - 3.45pm

Wednesday - Y10 only | ICT4 | 3.15pm - 3.45pm

Thursday - Y9 only | LRC | 2.45pm - 3.45pm

Friday - Y11 only | DT3 | 2.45pm - 3.45pm

Staying safe
Assemblies for Ossett’s 

year 9, 10 and 11 this 

week focused on County 

Lines – the exploitation 

of children and young 

people for crime. This 

mirrors a focus by West 

Yorkshire Police and WF 

Youth this week.

To find out more, here's a 

useful guide for parents 

and carers, courtesy of 

The Children's Society. 

NSPCC has also 

produced some useful 

information here.

Looking out for each other
Our Vice Principal, Miss Gibbs, was on duty at the bottom of the drive this 
week when a pupil handed in a £10 note, explaining that it must have 
been dropped by a Sixth Form pupil who was stood in the area…. By the 
end of the day the £10 note had been returned to its rightful owner!

It’s great to know pupils are looking out for each other and acting 
responsibly and honestly.

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/tackling-criminal-exploitation-and-county-lines/county-lines-resources?fbclid=IwAR2SeayAJpqheeBc1DqyoGeqRBDMTfj5ybjONPNKjCGyvKpIA7KMsGyQ-ek
https://bit.ly/32UswdX
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Looking After 
Yourself



Rule of six
The rule of six came into effect this week to tackle coronavirus. This rule applies across indoor and 
outdoor settings, with police able to disperse gatherings of over six people and fine individuals 
involved.



Hands. Face. Space
The ‘Hands. Face. Space’ campaign urges people to continue to 
wash their hands, cover their face and make space to control 
infection rates and avoid a second peak.

Washing your hands
Coronavirus can live for more than 24 hours in indoor environments. 
Washing your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or 
using hand sanitizer, regularly throughout the day will reduce the risk 

of catching or passing on the virus.

Covering your face
Coronavirus is carried in the air by tiny respiratory droplets that carry 
the virus. Larger droplets can land on other people or on surfaces 
they touch while smaller droplets, called aerosols, can stay in the air 
indoors for at least 5 minutes, and often much longer if there is no 
ventilation. Face coverings reduce the dispersion of these droplets, 
meaning if you’re carrying the virus you’re less likely to spread it when 
you exhale.

Making space
Transmission of the virus is most likely to happen within 2 metres, with risk increasing exponentially at shorter 
distances. While keeping this exact distance isn’t always possible, remaining mindful of surroundings and 
continuing to make space has a powerful impact when it comes to containing the spread.



Face masks

When wearing a face covering

Face masks are now compulsory at Horbury Academy, Ossett Academy and Accord Sixth Form College during 
any indoor transition between classrooms and corridors, and during any indoor social times unless you’re exempt. 
Pupils should have access to a face mask and be prepared to wear this at short notice. 
Should a pupil choose to wear a face mask, face mask hygiene and safe wearing  protocols must be followed.
A face mask must be worn when you are on public transport and when you are in shops.

Your face covering should:
Cover your nose and mouth allowing you to 
breathe comfortably
Fit securely against your face
Be made of a material you find comfortable to 
wear
Ideally include at least two layers of fabric
If not disposable, be washed with other laundry 
items regularly and the highest temperature 
possible.



If you’re worried about the impact of coronavirus on your mental health, you’re not alone. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is a new and uncertain time for all of us, so it’s only natural that it will affect our mental 
health in different ways. To address this, Young Minds has created some tips, advice and guidance on how to 

keep mentally healthy and where to access support during this difficult time.

Coronavirus and mental health

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
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