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Primary Roundup

The spirit of Christmas

Christmas is just around the corner and although Covid-19 is causing havoc with plans,
our primaries have decided to get into the festive spirit by taking part in the Wakefield
Hospice Reindeer Run!
For each academy, this event will take place throughout the day on Friday 4 December
on the school grounds. The course will cover a distance of 1km and each child will be
given a set of reindeer antlers to wear during the activity and to keep thereafter!....
There’s also talk of a visit from Father Christmas! Find out more here for Horbury and
here for Middlestown.

Getting crafty
Middlestown’s Year 1 pupils really enjoyed their first Design and Technology
lesson this week. They explored movement and sliders, making their own to show
a rabbit coming out of a hat and a car moving along a street! They did a brilliant
job with superb cutting skills and listened really carefully to the instructions…..
Well done!
Meanwhile, check out these fabulous mosaic-style
pictures created in Middlestown’s Hi-5 Club!
Hi-5 Club is open for parents/carers needing wraparound care, operating from:
•
•

3.20pm to 5pm - £8 (includes snack)
5pm to 6pm - £4 (includes a homemade meal, courtesy of Mrs Murphy, such as
lasagne, cottage pie, pasta bake and chicken casserole!)

For more information, email admin@middlestown.accordmat.org

Stay safe online
Internet Matters has put
together a series of
recommended apps and
tools to help people to
navigate the online world
safely. More information.

Places available

Middlestown Primary currently
has places available in nursery
and mainstream school….Find
out more about the school and
the admissions process here.
Next week we’re shooting a
video to provide prospective
parents, carers and pupils with
a glimpse of the school so keep
your eyes peeled!

Secondary Roundup

Socially-distant dance!

Ossett’s Year 10 dancers have been preparing for their BTEC performing arts
dance exam this week.
Here are Lauren, Charlotte and Carys enjoying their practical lesson!...

Decisions, decisions…

Supporting your child to make career decisions can be difficult. To help with this,
FutureGoals has produced some useful resources, designed to provide the information
needed to begin having those important conversations. Find out more here.

For parents/carers of those interested in pursuing an apprenticeship, Amazing
Apprenticeships has developed a brochure containing the latest apprenticeship
information and advice, supported by the National Apprenticeship Service, here.

Brain hats and bionic hands…all in a day’s work!
Miss Major hosted a STEM day at Horbury Academy today for a selection of
Year 7 pupils.
Pupils took part in different exhibits from the Life Science Museum
and completed practical activities alongside this. They were also fortunate
enough to speak to specialist scientists from the museum, live from the
academy.
Practical activities included creating brain hats to learn about the different
parts of the brain and what they are responsible for, building a bionic hand,
to look at how bones, muscles, tendons and ligaments work, creating
optical illusions and making Mars rover. Pupils also had time to look at
some NASA resources!

Stay safe online

Internet Matters has put together
a series of recommended apps
and tools to help people to
navigate the online world safely.
More information.

Sleep survey

A little reminder for Horbury
Academy pupils to complete
Mr Pennington’s sleep survey,
available on SharePoint.

Studies have shown that the
role of sleep is key to learning
and retaining memories.
Complete the survey and let’s
see if we can improve learning
through improving sleeping
patterns!

Accord Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
A little reminder that Year 11 pupils, parents and carers can visit
www.exploreaccordsixth.org for a tour of our facilities, a welcome speech from our
Director of Sixth Form, some student and staff soundbites, FAQs, an online prospectus
and much more!

Looking After
Yourself

A few reminders
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Secondary pupils must wear a face covering during any indoor transition between classrooms and
corridors and during any indoor social times, unless they are exempt.
Pupils must only attend school if they and members of their household do not have COVID-19
related symptoms.
Wear full school uniform – PE kit is permitted to be worn in place of uniform on days where pupils
have PE.
Arrive to school and leave to go home at the designated time.
Use a sanitiser to disinfect hands on entering and leaving school and each lesson within the day.
Wash hands with soap regularly during the day.
Avoid physical contact at all times. No hugs, shaking hands etc.
In the classroom, sit in the same place as directed by the teacher at all times. Do not move the table
or chair.
Maintain a safe distance from others, as much as possible, between lessons, using the floor
markings where appropriate, especially when moving around the academy.
Do not share belongings (stationery, food etc) with others.

National updates
Keep informed about the Government’s response to Coronavirus.

gov.uk/coronavirus
Check out the latest health information and advice.

nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

Face masks
Face masks are now compulsory at Horbury Academy, Ossett Academy and Accord Sixth Form College during
any indoor transition between classrooms and corridors, and during any indoor social times unless you’re exempt.
Pupils should have access to a face mask and be prepared to wear this at short notice.
Face mask hygiene and safe wearing protocols must be followed.
A face mask must be worn when you are on public transport and when you are in shops.

When wearing a face covering
Your face covering should:
Cover your nose and mouth allowing you to
breathe comfortably
Fit securely against your face
Be made of a material you find comfortable to
wear
Ideally include at least two layers of fabric
If not disposable, be washed with other laundry
items regularly and the highest temperature
possible.

Recognising symptoms
This handy guide compares the symptoms
of coronavirus against symptoms of a cold
and flu.
If your child develops symptoms of COVID19, they must not attend the academy.
Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for
testing and this can be arranged here or by
calling 119.
Household members must also isolate in
line with guidance when any member of
the household has symptoms.

Further information around isolating is
available here.
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