
 

Phonics  

 

Children are taught phonics on a daily basis. Our phonic sessions are pacey and 
take on a multi- sensory approach which ensures that children are actively 
involved. We follow the systematic phonics programme ‘Letters and Sounds’ 
which is divided into six phases (Phase 1-6). 

In Upper Foundation the children work through phase 2,3 and 4. Due to 
disruption to the school year last year with lockdowns, Year 1 spent the first 2 
weeks revisiting and reviewing Phase 4. 

The purpose of phase 4 is to consolidate the sounds already taught. Children are 

also exposed to adjacent consonants (consonant blends and consonant clusters) 

and multisyllabic words. The CVCC and CCVC words with blends and clusters are 

as follows: 

‘nt’ as in tent 

‘st’ as in toast 

‘pl’ as in plum 

‘sp’ as in spoon 

It is important children learn to read words without blending as soon as possible 

Children progress from blending out loud, to blending in their head before 

reading on sight. The sooner they can read on sight, the quicker their fluency will 

improve.  

During this phase, children have been exposed to tricky words (words that cannot 

be sounded out) 

said  so  do  have  like  some  come  were  there  little  one  when  out  what 

In this phase, children have continued to learn ‘alien words’ sometimes known as 

‘nonsense words’. These are words that test children’s ability to use phonics, 

rather than word memory, as the prime method of reading words. Examples 

might be ‘thord’, ‘stip’ or ‘josk’. 

In Year 1 we start Phase 5.  

Children will learn some new graphemes for reading. They will also be taught 
alternative pronunciations for known graphemes. For example, they have already 
learned ow as in cow and will now learn ow as in blow. 



In addition, they will learn alternative spellings for known phonemes. For 
example, the sound /igh/ has been learned as the grapheme igh as in ‘night’, but 
can also be spelled y, ie, and i-e. 
 

New graphemes for reading: 

ay – day, play, crayon 

ou – cloud, sound, about 

ie – pie, tie, cried 

ea – sea, meat, read 

oy – toy, enjoy, boy 

ir – bird, shirt, first 

ue – blue, true, glue 

aw – paw, claw, yawn 

wh – wheel, whisper, when 

ph – photo, dolphin, alphabet 

ew – new, crew, flew 

oe – toe, foe, tomatoes 

au – Paul, launch, haul 

a-e – make, game, snake 

e-e – these, Eve, extreme 

i-e – like, time, slide                                                                                                              

o-e – home, bone, pole 

u-e – rule, June, flute 

Phase 5 tricky words: 
oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, could 
 

 


