
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression of Learning Objectives 
“The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future.” 

                                                                                                                     Theodore Roosevelt 

Horbury Primary Academy 

                                                Key Stage 1 History 
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History: Key Stage One 

National Curriculum  
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they 
study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  
 

Within living memory Beyond living memory Lives of significant individuals  Local History  

Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life 

Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries] 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods 

Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality 

 

History Coverage: Key Stage One 

 Year 1 Year 2 

Within living memory Toys from the past and present – What were toys like in the 
past and how have they changed? 

Barbara Hepworth – Why should we celebrate Barbara 
Hepworth? 

Seasides of the Past – What were seasides of the past like 
compared to today? 

Beyond living memory Toys from the past and present – What were toys like in the 
past and how have they changed? 

The Great Fire of London – How did the Great Fire of 
London start and why was it able to cause so much 

destruction? 
Seasides of the Past – What were seasides of the past like 

compared to today? 

Lives of significant 
individuals 

Louis Braille – Who was Louis Braille and why should he be 
remembered? 

Barbara Hepworth – Why should we celebrate Barbara 
Hepworth? 

Florence Nightingale/Nellie Spindler – Why should we learn 
about these significant women? 

Local history   Barbara Hepworth – Why should we celebrate Barbara 
Hepworth? 

Florence Nightingale/Nellie Spindler – Why should we learn 
about these significant women? 

 



History: Key Stage One 

Topics Include: 
Louis Braille, Toys from the Past and Present, Barbara Hepworth (Yr1) 

Florence Nightingale/Nellie Spindler,  The Great Fire of London, Seasides of the Past (Yr2) 
 

 Within Living Memory Beyond Living Memory Lives of Significant People Local History 

 Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 
life 

Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries] 

The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods 

Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality 
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 Toys from the Past and Present (link to 
within living memory when looking at 
parents/grandparents toys) 

• Use words and phrases to describe the 
similarities and differences in toys from 
Victorian times to today 

• Understand ways in which we find out 
about the past and identify ways it is 
represented 

• Know where people, events and objects 
studied fit in within a chronological 
framework 

• Know that toys Victorian children played 
with were different to their own; china 
dolls, rocking horses, tea sets, toy 
soldiers, train sets, marbles etc. 

 
Vocabulary – Toys from the Past and 
Present 
Toy                                        Train 
Old                                        Abacus 
New                                      Whip and top 
Past                                       Teddy 
Present                                 Cup and ball 
Timeline                               Rocking horse 
Materials                             Yo-Yo 
Popular                                China Dolls 
Tea Set 
Marbles 

 

Louis Braille 

• Know that Louis Braille was an inventor born 
in France 

• Know that when Louis was 3 years old, he had 
an accident in his father’s workshop where he 
damaged his eye. Both of his eyes got 
infected and he became blind 

• Louis Braille tried to read books with large, 
raised letters but he found it difficult so he 
decided to invent a new way using dots to 
show different letters 

• Braille became widely used after Louis’ death 
and is used internationally today 

 
Vocabulary – Louis Braille 
Louis Braille                 Dots 
Accident                       Famous 
Infection                       Raised 
Eye                                Invent 
Sight                              Internationally 
Blind                              Read 

Barbara Hepworth (link to within living 
memory and significant people) 

• Know the name of a famous artist who 
was born in Wakefield close to 
Horbury; Barbara Hepworth. 

• Research the life/works of the famous 
local artist Barbara Hepworth. 

• Know that in 1903; the year Barbara 
Hepworth was born, the local area was 
very different to how it is now – coal 
mining was a big industry, Albert VII 
was the monarch, lots of people 
worked in factories etc. 

 
Vocabulary – Barbara Hepworth 
Barbara Hepworth 
Artist 
Wakefield 
Coal Mining 
Albert VII 
Monarch 
Factories 
Sculptor 
Last century 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
Hepworth Gallery 
Then and Now 
Industrial 
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 What are the characteristics of a modern 

toy? 
Children will draw a picture of their favourite 
modern toy, describe what it is made from, 
what it feels like and whether it has any 
moving parts. 
What kind of toys did our 
parents/grandparents play with? Children 
will explore toys of the past and use 
appropriate vocabulary to describe them. 
What kind of toys did children play with 
during the Victorian times? Children will 
explore a range of toys from the Victorian 
times and discover how they were used 
without electricity/batteries. 
What are the differences between old and 
modern toys? Children will understand how 
the materials differ between old and modern 
toys. 
How have toys changed over time? Children 
will explore a range of old toys from 
Wakefield Museum (loan box) and discuss 
how they have changed or improved over 
time. 

What is Braille and who does it help? 
Children will be introduced to devices and 
equipment that help people that are blind/visually 
impaired. E.g. glasses, guide dogs, Braille 
How does Braille help blind people to read? 
Children learn that Braille is a system of dots that 
represent letters invented by Louis Braille after an 
accident which caused damage to his eyes. 
What does Braille look and feel like? 
Children will have the opportunity to experience 
what Braille looks and feels like and read simple 
words using Braille. 
Who was Louis Braille and why should he be 
remembered? 
Children will understand they Louis Braille became 
significant after he died. 

Who was Barbara Hepworth and when was 
she born? Children are introduced to 
Barbara Hepworth and the year she was 
born. Children will begin to ask questions to 
find out about significant people from the 
past. 
Why is Barbara Hepworth important to us? 
Children will learn that Barbara Hepworth 
was an artist from Wakefield (The Horbury 
Way) and learn some facts about her life. 
What were the main events in Barbara’s 
life? (Chronology) Children will understand 
the main events of Barbara Hepworth’s life 
and place these on a timeline. 
What was life like when Barbara was alive? 
Children will understand who the monarch 
was when Barbara was alive and how life 
was different. Children will learn that there 
were lots of factories in our local area and 
people used to work in coal mines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Within Living Memory Beyond Living Memory Lives of Significant People Local History 

 Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 
life 

Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries] 

The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods 

Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality 
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Seasides of the Past (link to beyond living 
memory when looking at Seasides in 
1800s) 

• Look at pictures of seaside holidays 
and objects from the past (primary 
sources) and begin to form own 
questions linked to them 

• Know that seaside holidays have been 
popular since the steam train was 
invented 

• Know that during the Victorian times 
it was mainly rich people that went to 
the seaside 

• Know what was worn at the seaside in 
the past and how this has changed 
(long dresses, long jackets, covered 
bodies) 

• Know that bathing machines were 
made out of wood and they were 
used to get changed in. Bathing 
machines were pulled into the water 
using horses and people had to pay 
for them 

• Know the differences between seaside 
holidays from the past and present 
and use words like then, now, past, 
present, before, after to describe 
these differences 
 

Vocabulary  - Seasides of the Past 
Old                                  Seaside 
New                                Steam train 
Past                                 Swimwear 
Present                           Bathing machines 
Before                            Penny lick 
Then                               Pier 
Beach                             Punch and Judy 
Primary sources           Secondary sources 

The Great Fire of London 

• Know the main events of the Fire of 
London; 

o The fire started on 2nd 
September 1666 and burned 
for 4 days 

o The fire spread quickly due to 
houses being close together 
and made out of wood and 
straw, windy weather 

o St Paul’s Cathedral was 
destroyed 

o People escaped to the river 
for safety 

o The fire was put out using 
leather buckets/water squirts 
and people worked together 
as a chain gang to put the fire 
out 

o People had to live in tents if 
their houses were destroyed 

• Explain that Samuel Pepys recorded the 
events of the fire of London in his diary. 

 
Vocabulary – The Great Fire of London 
Escaping                         River Thames 
Burning                           Leather Bucket 
Smoke                             Axe 
London                            Fire 
Cart                                  Diary 
Pudding Lane                 King Charles II 
Samuel Pepys                Tower of London 
Chain ganging                Squirt 
Destroyed                       Spread 
Rebuilt                             Thomas Farriner 

Florence Nightingale/Nellie Spindler 

• Know that Florence Nightingale was  a famous 
nurse in the 1800s and was known as the Lady 
of the Lamp 

• Know that hospitals were dirty, unhygienic 
and unsafe when Florence was growing up 

• Know that women didn’t usually work during 
this time which is why Florence made a big 
impact 

• Understand the chronology of Florence’s life 
o Florence was born in 1820 and died 

in 1910 
o She felt she got a message from God 

to serve Him and campaigned for 
better care in hospitals 

o In 1851 she became a nurse 
o Two years later she was in charge of 

a medical centre for women in 
London 

o The Crimean war broke out in 1853 
and she went to Turkey to care for 
soldiers in Scutari hospitals 

o She changed hospitals by making 
them cleaner and safer 

• Know that Mary Seacole was also a nurse 
during the Crimean War and she travelled 
across the world to help injured soldiers 

• know that Mary Seacole was mixed race 
which was a barrier 

Vocabulary – Florence Nightingale/Nellie Spindler 
Florence Nightingale     Nellie Spindler 
Nurse                                Significant 
Famous                             Victorian times 
Soldiers                             Crimean War 
Scutari Hospital               Infection 
Compassion                     Local 
Injured 

Florence Nightingale/Nellie Spindler 

• Know that Nellie Spindler was a nurse 
who was born in Wakefield and she 
helped soldiers in World War 1 

• Understand that she was just as 
significant in helping soldiers like 
Florence but she wasn’t as well known 

• Know that Nellie Spindler died whilst 
on duty looking after soldiers 
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How might some items be used in the 
past? Children will be shown some pictures 
of items that are used at the seaside and 
generate questions and make predictions 
based on how they might be used. 
Why has seaside clothing changed from 
the 1900s to now? Children will 
understand how clothing at the seaside has 
changed since the Victorian times. In 
particular, children will understand that 
people didn’t show a lot of skin in the past 
and this has become more acceptable over 
the years. 
How did rich people use bathing machines 
at the seaside? Children will understand 
what a bathing machine was and how it 
was used by rich people at the seaside. 
They will understand that bathing 
machines were used for getting changed in 
and they were pulled into the water using 
horses. 
Some activities that you can do at the 
seaside have changed since the 1900s. 
How? Children will learn about the 
different leisure activities that took place 
at the seaside during the Victorian times 
and how these are similar/different to 
today. 
How can we find out information about 
the past? Children will have the 
opportunity to look at history 
books/internet/pictures to research 
seasides of the past. 

How would fires be put out in the past? 
Children will be presented with a range of 
items that were used during the Great Fire of 
London and they will make appropriate 
predictions about how they may have been 
used. 
How did the events of the Great Fire of 
London unfold? (Chronology)Children will 
learn how the fire started in a bakery on 
Pudding Lane and burnt for four days and 
four nights. Children will also learn how the 
fire burnt down lots of houses and some 
major London landmarks (St Paul’s 
Cathedral). 
Why did the Great Fire of London burn 
down so many houses and so quickly? 
Children will understand that the houses in 
London were built out of wood and were 
very close together which caused the fire to 
spread quickly. The windy weather also 
contributed to the spread. People fled to the 
River Thames for safety and had to live in 
tents due to the destruction. 
Why did changes have to be made when 
London was rebuilt? Children will 
understand the changes London went 
through when it was rebuilt. In particular, 
houses were made out of brick/stone, 
improvements were made to fire equipment 
and streets were made wider than before. 

What does it mean to be a significant person? Children will be able to ask appropriate questions 
to find out who Florence Nightingale was and when she lived. 
How was life different for Victorian men, women and children? Children will know that Florence 
Nightingale lived in the 1800s and that life was very different for rich/poor men, women and 
children. In particular, children will understand that rich women didn’t usually work during that 
time. 
How did Florence become a nurse? (Chronology) Children will understand how Florence’s early 
life (rich family)  shaped her career as a nurse. Children will also understand that it was unusual for 
Florence to become a nurse as rich women didn’t work. 
How did Florence become significant? (Chronology) Children will understand how Florence 
changed hospitals by cleaning them and providing better patient care. Children will also learn how 
Florence was awarded a Royal Red Cross for her impact on hospitals. 
Who was Nellie Spindler and how did she become a significant nurse? Children will learn about 
Nellie Spindler, a nurse from Wakefield, who helped soldiers in WW1. They will learn that although 
Nellie was just as significant as Florence, she was less well known. 
Who was Mary Seacole and why was she significant? Children will learn about Mary Seacole who 
used her own money and travelled across the world to help soldiers in the Crimean War. Children 
will understand that Mary was mixed race which made it more difficult for her to do her job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


